
California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 1:  Government Point to Rincon Point 
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Pending Military Closure
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Proposed State Marine Recreational Management Area (SMRMA)
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 1

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 2

For more detailed maps please visit:
www.marinemap.org/marinemap

These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group.  These 
MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 

Initiative

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3

* Continue to achieve a high level of cross-interest support and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
by the Blue Ribbon Task Force
for Round 3

South Coast  
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MPA Proposals 

Notes:

Legend:

Discliamer:

MPA Proposals
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

Point Conception 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Point Conception 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Point Conception 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Kashtayit SMP 
(Low)

The intent of this MPA is to allow recreational take of all 
finfish, marine invertebrates except for rock scallops 
and mussels, giant kelp by hand harvest.

Naples SMCA (Low) The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of finfish by spearfishing.
2. The commercial take of giant kelp by mechanical 
harvest.

Naples SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Helo SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Campus Point SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. UCSB SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Devereux Lagoon 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Goleta Slough SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Goleta Slough SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Goleta Slough SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Carpinteria Salt 
Marsh SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Mishopsno SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial take of coastal pelagic finfish by 
pelagic seine; and market squid by pelagic seine.

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3

Su
br

eg
io

n 
1 

- G
ov

er
nm

en
t P

oi
nt

 to
 R

in
co

n 
Po

in
t

SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

1



 
 
 

 



California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 2:  Rincon Point to Point Dume 
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Pending Military Closure

Proposed State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA)
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Proposed State Marine Recreational Management Area (SMRMA)
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 1

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 2

For more detailed maps please visit:
www.marinemap.org/marinemap

These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group.  These 
MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 

Initiative

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3

* Continue to achieve a high level of cross-interest support and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
by the Blue Ribbon Task Force
for Round 3
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Point Mugu SMRMA 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited, except 
waterfowl hunting consistent with DFG regulations 
Waterfowl hunting as allowed under state and federal 
regulations.

Mugu Lagoon 
SMRMA (Very High)

All commercial and recreational take is prohibited 
except current allowed waterfowl hunting.

Point Dume SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish, Pacific bonito
and white seabass (spearfishing).
2. The commercial take of market squid and coastal 
pelagic finfish (pelagic seine); market squid (dip net); 
and swordfish (harpoon).

Point Dume SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing; Pacific bonito by spearfishing; white 
seabass by spearfishing; coastal pelagic finfish by dip 
net; jumbo squid by hook and line; and market squid by
dip net.
2. The commercial take of Pacific bonito by pelagic 
seine; coastal pelagic finfish by pelagic seine; coastal 
pelagic finfish by dip net; jumbo squid by hook and line; 
market squid by pelagic seine; market squid by dip net; 
and swordfish by harpoon.

Lachusa SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing; Pacific bonito by spearfishing; white 
seabass by spearfishing; coastal pelagic finfish by dip 
net; and market squid by dip net.
2. The commercial take of swordfish by harpoon.

Point Dume SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Point Dume SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 3:  Point Dume to Newport Beach 
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 Date: 10//05/2009  Created By:  Marine Map, Cartographic Division UCSB

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 1

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 2

For more detailed maps please visit:
www.marinemap.org/marinemap

These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group.  These 
MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 

Initiative

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3

* Continue to achieve a high level of cross-interest support and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
by the Blue Ribbon Task Force
for Round 3
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Regional Stakeholder Group

MPA Proposals 

Notes:

Legend:

Discliamer:

MPA Proposals
Comparison Maps



California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Palos Verdes SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Point Vicente SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Palos Verdes SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Abalone Cove 
SMCA (High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing; Pacific bonito by spearfishing; white 
seabass by spearfishing; coastal pelagic finfish by dip 
net; jumbo squid by hook and line; and market squid by
dip net.
2. The commercial take of Pacific bonito by pelagic 
seine; coastal pelagic finfish by pelagic seine; coastal 
pelagic finfish by dip net; jumbo squid by hook and line; 
market squid by pelagic seine; market squid by dip net; 
and swordfish by harpoon.

Point Fermin SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster by diving; shore 
fishing (any target) by hook and line; finfish by hook and
line; and finfish by spearfishing.
2. The commercial take of lobster by trap; and urchin 
by diving.

Bolsa Chica SMCA 
(Moderate High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of catch and release from 
shore (any target) by hook and line (single barbless 
hooks and artificial lures).

Bolsa Chica SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except recreational shore fishing (any target) by hook 
and line. 

Bolsa Chica SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 4:  Newport Beach to Agua Hedionda 
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 Date: 10//05/2009  Created By:  Marine Map, Cartographic Division UCSB

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 1

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 2

For more detailed maps please visit:
www.marinemap.org/marinemap

These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group.  These 
MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 

Initiative

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3

* Continue to achieve a high level of cross-interest support and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
by the Blue Ribbon Task Force
for Round 3

South Coast  
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Notes:
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Upper Newport Bay 
SMCA (Moderate 
High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of catch and release from 
shore (any target) by hook and line (single barbless 
hooks and artificial lures).

Upper Newport Bay 
SMCA (Moderate 
Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except recreational shore fishing (any target) by hook 
and line; and finfish by hook and line. 

Upper Newport Bay 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Crystal Cove SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

Laguna SMR (Very 
High)

Dana Point SMCA 
(Moderate Low)
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Laguna Beach SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster and urchin (diving) 
and finfish (hook and line and spearfishing).
Allow recreational take of all finfish except sheephead. 
2. The commercial take of lobster (trap), urchin (diving),
and market squid (pelagic seine).

Laguna North 
SMCA (Moderate 
Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster by hoop net; lobster 
by diving; rock crab by hoop net; finfish by hook and 
line, and finfish by spearfishing.
2. The commercial take of sea cucumber by diving; 
lobster by trap; urchin by diving; rock crab by trap; 
finfish by hook and line; nearshore finfish by trap, and 
incidental take of kellet's whelks.

Newport Coast 
SMCA (Moderate 
Low)

Commercial and recreational take of sheephead, 
rockfish, rays, sharks, marine plants and invertebrates 
is prohibited, except
(a)the recreational take of lobster and urchin is allowed 
and
(b)the commercial take of lobster, including incidental 
catch taken under the authority of a lobster permit (see 
note), and urchin is allowed
(c)the take of species not mentioned above and 
allowed under general take regulations is allowed
(d)however, when fishing from the Newport Bay East 
Jetty the take of all species allowed under general take 
regulations is allowed.

NOTE C t ll d i id t l t h i l d FGCTake of all living marine resources is prohibited.

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster by hoop net; lobster 
by diving; rock crab by hoop net; finfish by hook and 
line; and finfish by spearfishing.
2. The commercial take of sea cucumber by diving; 
lobster by trap; urchin by diving; rock crab by trap; 
finfish by hook and line, nearhshore finfish by trap, and 
kellet whelks.

Dana Point SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

Commercial and recreational take of sheephead, 
rockfish, rays, sharks, marine plants and invertebrates 
is prohibited, except
(a)the recreational take of lobster and urchin is allowed 
and
(b)the commercial take of lobster, including incidental 
catch taken under the authority of a lobster permit (see 
note), and urchin is allowed
(c)the take of species not mentioned above and 
allowed under general take regulations is allowed.

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster and urchin (diving) 
and finfish (hook and line and spearfishing). Allow 
recreational take of all finfish except sheephead. 
2. The commercial take of lobster (trap), urchin (diving),
and market squid (pelagic seine).

Laguna South 
SMCA (Moderate 
Low)

Laguna SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 5:  Agua Hedionda to California/Mexico Border 
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 1

South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 2

For more detailed maps please visit:
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area (MPA) proposals generated by work
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California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3
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* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Batiquitos Lagoon 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Batiquitos Lagoon 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Swami's SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing.

San Elijo Lagoon 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. San Elijo Lagoon 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Del Mar SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Del Mar SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

San Dieguito 
Lagoon SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. San Dieguito 
Lagoon SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. San Dieguito 
Lagoon SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Los Penasquitos 
Marsh SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

San Diego-Scripps 
Coastal SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of coastal pelagic finfish by 
dip net. 

La Jolla Cove SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. La Jolla SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Matlahuayl SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. 

La Jolla South SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. South La Jolla 
Reefs SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

La Jolla South 
SMCA (Moderate 
Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of kelp bass and barred sand 
bass, pelagic finfish, Pacific bonito and white seabass 
(hook and line); lobster and urchin (diving);  and white 
seabass (spearfishing).
2. The commercial take of lobster (trap); and urchin 
(diving).
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Famosa Slough 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Famosa Slough 
SMR (Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Ocean Beach Pier 
SMCA (Moderate 
High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of pier fishing (any target) 
by hook and line.

Ocean Beach Pier 
SMCA (Moderate 
High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except recreational pier fishing (any target) by hook and
line; pier fishing (any target) by hoop net; and pier 
fishing (any target) by dip net. Specifically allows pier 
fishing from Ocean Beach pier.

Ocean Beach SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Sunset Cliffs SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Cabrillo SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Cabrillo SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Cabrillo SMR (Very 
High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Tijuana River Mouth 
SMCA (Moderate 
High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of coastal pelagic finfish (dip 
net); and pier fishing (any target) by hook and line.
2. The commercial take of coastal pelagic finfish 
(pelagic seine).

Tijuana River Mouth 
SMCA (Moderate 
High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of pier fishing (any target) 
by hook and line; pier fishing (any target) by hoop net; 
and pier fishing (any target) by dip net.
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California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 6:  Northern Channel Islands 
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These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
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MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Richardson Rock 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Richardson Rock 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Richardson Rock 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Judith Rock SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Judith Rock SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Judith Rock SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Harris Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Harris Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Harris Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

South Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. South Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. South Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Carrington Point 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Carrington Point 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Carrington Point 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Skunk Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Skunk Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Skunk Point SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Painted Cave SMCA
(moderate low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take.

Painted Cave SMCA
(moderate low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take.

Painted Cave SMCA
(moderate low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take.

Gull Island SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Gull Island SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Gull Island SMR 
(very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Scorpion SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Scorpion SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Scorpion SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Footprint SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Footprint SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Footprint SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Anacapa Island 
SMCA (moderate 
low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take except for 
lobster.

Anacapa Island 
SMCA (moderate 
low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take except for 
lobster.

Anacapa Island 
SMCA (moderate 
low)

Prohibits all recreational take except for lobster and 
pelagic finfish. Prohibits all commercial take except for 
lobster.

Anacapa Island 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Anacapa Island 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Anacapa Island 
SMR (very high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
South Coast Project

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of 
SCRSG MPA Proposals 1, 2 and 3 and 

MPA Proposal 0 (existing MPAs) 

Subregion 7:  Southern Channel Islands 
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These maps represent marine protected 
area (MPA) proposals generated by work
groups within the MLPA South Coast 
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MPA proposals are under review.They 
are NOT a recommendation to the 
California Fish and Game Commission.

California Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) 
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South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposal 3

* Continue to achieve a high level of cross-interest support and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Seek efficiency of MPA design and improve achievement of SAT guidelines.

* Address SAT guidelines and strive to achieve preferred SAT guidelines.

* The text under each proposal 
name represents the direction 
provided to each work group 
by the Blue Ribbon Task Force
for Round 3
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Emerald Bay SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

Intent of this SMCA is to allow recreational take of all 
finfish, but prohibit all other take.

North Catalina SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Bird Rock SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish by 
spearfishing; pelagic finfish by hook and line, Pacific 
bonito by spearfishing; white seabass by spearfishing; 
coastal pelagic finfish by dip net; jumbo squid by hook 
and line; and market squid by dip net.
2. The commercial take of pelagic finfish by hook and 
line; swordfish by harpoon, coastal pelagic finfish by dip 
net; jumbo squid by hook and line; market squid by dip 
net.

Blue Cavern SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Blue Cavern SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Blue Cavern SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Cat Harbor SMCA 
(Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of lobster (hoop net and 
diving); urchin (diving); and finfish (hook and line and 
spearfishing).
2. The commercial take of sea cucumber and urchin 
(diving); and lobster (trap).
Also permit mariculture (White Sea Bass and Yellow 
Tail).

Long Point SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Long Point SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

Farnsworth SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish, Pacific bonito 
and white seabass (spearfishing); coastal pelagic finfish
and market squid (dip net); and jumbo squid (hook and 
line).
** If MPA maintains high LOP, Striped Marlin (hook and 
line) for recreational**
2. The commercial take of coastal pelagic finfish and 
market squid (pelagic seine and dip net); jumbo squid 
(hook and line); and swordfish by harpoon.

Farnsworth SMCA 
(High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. The recreational take of pelagic finfish by hook and 
line; pelagic finfish by spearfishing; Pacific bonito by 
hook and line; Pacific bonito by spearfishing; white 
seabass by hook and line; white seabass by 
spearfishing; coastal pelagic finfish by dip net; jumbo 
squid by hook and line; and market squid by dip net.
2. The commercial take of pelagic finfish by hook and 
line; Pacific bonito by hook and line; Pacific bonito by 
pelagic seine; white seabass by hook and line; coastal 
pelagic finfish by pelagic seine; coastal pelagic finfish by
dip net; jumbo squid by hook and line; market squid by 
pelagic seine; market squid by dip net; and swordfish 
by harpoon.

Farnsworth SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Casino Point SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of urchin by diving.

Casino Point SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

Lover's Cove SMCA 
(Moderate High)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of pier fishing (any target) 
by hook and line.

Lover's Cove SMCA 
(Moderate Low)

The take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
1. Recreational pier fishing (any target) by hook and 
line.
2. The commercial take of giant kelp by hand harvest; 
and finfish by hook and line.

Begg Rock SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Begg Rock SMR 
(Very High)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. San Nicolas Alpha 
Area Military 
Closure (N/A)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 1 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 1 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 1 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.
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California MLPA South Coast Project
Side-by-Side Comparison of Proposed Regulations in South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group MPA Proposals

File Revised September 23, 2009

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

MPA Name
(Level of 

Protection)
Proposed Allowed Uses

SCRSG MPA Proposal 3SCRSG MPA Proposal 2SCRSG MPA Proposal 1

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 2 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 2 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.

San Clemente 
Pending Military 
Closure 2 (N/A)

Managed and enforced by the U.S. Navy as a federal 
Safety Zone, this area will be restricted to military 
training only. Due to access restrictions resulting from 
the Safety Zone, the marine environments will not be 
exposed to any take other than that resulting from 
military training operations.

Santa Barbara 
Island SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Santa Barbara 
Island SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited. Santa Barbara 
Island SMR (very 
high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
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